
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Beauchamp 
Fire Chief 

Prepared By:  Kerrie Douglas 

 

Presented By: 



_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
“Taking Care Of Those Who Depend On Us.” 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMSTOCK
                                                                                    

                                                                                                                       
   

 
 

March 2023 

Comstock Fire & Rescue recorded 2,126 incident responses for 2022 which was about the same 
as the previous year. Our department continued to adapt to the challenges of a high number of calls for 
service with reduced available part time staff. 

We strive to serve the residents of Comstock Township and our neighbors in Kalamazoo County 
with a combination of full-time and part-time personnel that staff our three fire stations, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, year-round. We have two personnel on duty at each station around the clock and this is 
accomplished by a combination of full-time and part-time personnel. The department has a top-notch 
staff that works hard to provide the highest level of training, community risk reduction, fire 
prevention/public education and vehicle/equipment maintenance to ensure we can manage calls for 
service. We are truly a service-oriented department that is exploring ways to be a true community 
partner. 

Last year was the 5-year anniversary of losing Chief Ed Switalski on the horrific motor vehicle 
crash on I-94, June 14, 2017.  In honor of this, we were able to put in service a new traffic attenuator 
(impact) trailer with directional sign board.  We used an old pumper as the tow vehicle to pull the trailer.  
The unit is outfitted with many traffic safety items that are not only for use in our township, but with our 
neighboring departments as well.  This has increased safety for our personnel and the motoring public. 

Due to the diversified call types, we see in and around our township, our personnel stay current 
by meeting or exceeding fire department related training for fire, hazardous materials, rescue, and 
emergency medical services. The department was able to fine tune the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
that was once again adopted with the overall township CIP. As our fleet is in the works to being 
modernized, our sights are now on finalizing plans for a proposed replacement Fire Station 9-3.  We 
continue to analyze the needs of the community and work hard to balance these needs with fiscal 
responsibility. The department continues to be aggressive with pursuing grant opportunities and was 
successful again in 2022 including incident safety officer training for all members and a colorized LED 
sign board at Station 9-2. 

I want to thank the residents, business owners and the Comstock Township Board for their 
continued support of the fire department. The members of the Comstock Fire Department are part of this 
community, and we serve our neighbors with the highest level of training and care.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Beauchamp 

Matt Beauchamp 
Fire Chief 

 
                              

Department of Fire & Rescue 
8700 E. Michigan Avenue • P.O. Box 8 

Comstock, Michigan 49041 

Phone: (269) 345-9244  •   Fax: (269) 345-8356 

MATT BEAUCHAMP 
Fire Chief 

KEVIN THOMPSON 
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MIKE DYER 
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COMSTOCK FIRE & RESCUE MISSION STATEMENT  

The mission of the Comstock Fire & Rescue Department is to provide the most advanced fire 

& rescue service with the highest level of trained firefighters committed to deliver that    

service to our citizens with the utmost loyalty and compassion. 

COMSTOCK FIRE & RESCUE MOTTO 
Taking care of those who depend on us. 
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COMSTOCK FIRE & RESCUE 
2022 OPERATIONS 

 

2022 Response Information      2021 Response Info 

Total Runs for 2022  2,126       2,124 

Average Runs Per Day  6           6 

Average Response Time 3:32 (minutes)      3:41 (minutes) 

Overlapping Incidents  593         400  

Fire Loss     $408,926           $582,434 
    Fre loss potential saved/pre-incident value:    $41,301,059                $2,507,059 

 
 
Aid Given To Other Departments:       Aid Received From Other Departments:   
 

 

• Kalamazoo Township:  
   
 Station #2  48 
 Station #3  83  

• City of Portage  18  

• Pavilion Township  28  

• Kalamazoo City   8  

• Galesburg / Charleston 26  

• Richland Township  15 

• Cooper Township  6  

• South County   1  

• Texas    1 

• Kalamazoo Township 39 
  

• City of Portage  1  

• Pavilion Township  9  

• Kalamazoo City   4  

• Galesburg / Charleston 8  

• Richland Township  3 

• Cooper Township  1  

• Ross/Augusta   1  



 

OUR INCIDENTS BY CALL TYPE: 

   

  

NFIRS Series 100: Fire 96 
NFIRS Series 200: Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (No Fire) 4 
NFIRS Series 300: Rescue & Emergency Medical Service Incident 1326 
NFIRS Series 400: Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 88 
NFIRS Series 500: Service Call 128 
NFIRS Series 600: Good Intent Call 303 
NFIRS Series 700: False Alarm & False Call 156 
NFIRS Series 800: Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 5 
NFIRS Series 900: Special Incident Type 20 
Total Calls for 2022 2126  

 

Of the NFIRS Series 100 calls, how many are "Structure Fire" 53 
Of the NFIRS Series 100 calls, how many are "Vehicle Fire" 15 
Of the NFIRS Series 100 calls, how many are "Vegetation Fire" 12  

 

Of the NFIRS Series 300 calls, how many are "Motor Vehicle Accidents" 213 
Of the NFIRS Series 300 calls, how many are "Extrications from Vehicles" 1 
Of the NFIRS Series 300 calls, how many are "Rescues" 22  

 

EMS-BLS Response Calls 1088 
Received Automatic/Mutual Aid 59 
Provided Automatic/Mutual Aid 145 
Mutual and Automatic Aid structure fire responses 63 
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Our Fire Department 

Our fire department is a foundation of the community and members work hard to protect 
lives and property every day. Whether rivers, roads, or rails, they know the nooks and cran-
nies of our service area from corner to corner. The members of our fire department help resi-
dents prevent emergencies and they are equipped to respond when the need arises. 

 
 
                       
    
   
 
 
 

 

  Area Protected 
 

   15,858 Population Protected 

 

    35 Square Miles  

 

    3 Stations  



Firefighters 

The members of our fire department are dedicated first-responders.  They are experts in 
their craft, caretakers of the community, and trusted resources for everyone doing their part 
to keep homes, schools and businesses safe.   

Career and Part-time/Paid-on-Call Firefighters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Full-time Fire Chief 

1 Full-time Deputy Chief 

1 Full-time Assistant Chief 

1 Full-time Administrative Assistant 

1 Full-time Fire Marshal 

12 Full-time Firefighters 

17 Part-time/Paid-on-Call Firefighters 

6 Part-time Firefighters 
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Part-time Firefighters

Full-time Admin Staff



Fire Station Information  

 

Station 9-1 

1960 River St 
Kalamazoo, MI 49048 
(269) 345-2113 

Built in 2009, Station 9-1 is the largest of the three stations.  The 
station features three large drive-thru apparatus bays. It is home 
to the pride of the fleet, a 1943 Seagrave fire engine.  This station 
responds with 2 Engines (911 & 921), 1 Rescue vehicle (951), a 
Rescue Boat and MSU 3 (mobile rehab/victim support unit).  The 
station also contains the offices of the Deputy Fire Chief, Assistant 
Chief and Fleet Mechanics, as well as houses a large classroom 
which serves as the primary training location for firefighters. In 
addition to serving Comstock Township, this station covers all        
9-1-1 requests for service in the Lakewood (Kalamazoo Township) 
area as well as provides mutual aid to Pavilion Township, the City 
of Portage, the City of Kalamazoo and the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek           
International Airport. 

 

 

 

 

 

Station 9-2 

5947 E H Ave 
Kalamazoo, MI 49048 
(269) 349-5282 

Built in 2014, Station 9-2 is the newest of the three stations.  The 
station features three drive-thru apparatus bays and two addition-
al traditional bays.  This station responds with 2 Engines (912 & 
922), 1 Rescue vehicle (952), our Utility Terrain Vehicle (986) aka 
“Lil Pard”, and our Traffic Attenuator (988) which is towed by our 
1996 International (932).  In addition to serving Comstock Town-
ship, this station provides mutual aid to Eastwood (Kalamazoo 
Township), the City of Kalamazoo, Cooper Township and Richland 
Township. 

 

Total Responses for 2022:  1059 

Total Responses for 2022:  1065 



Fire Station Information  

Station 9-3  

8700 E Michigan Ave 
Galesburg, MI 49053 
(269) 381-0804 

Built in 2002, Station 9-3 is the oldest of the three stations. It was 
constructed in order to improve response times to Comstock resi-
dents and businesses located in the eastern portions of the town-
ship. It is also the smallest of the three stations, with only two drive-
thru apparatus bays. This station responds with 1 Engine (913) and 
1 Rescue vehicle (953).  This station also serves as the administra-
tive office for the Comstock Township Department of Fire & Rescue. 
It contains the offices of the Fire Chief, the Fire Marshal and the Ad-
ministrative Assistant. In addition to serving Comstock Township, 
this station provides mutual aid to neighboring Galesburg/
Charleston Township and Augusta/Ross Township. 

 

 

 

 

Personnel: 

The men and women of Comstock Fire & Rescue provide 24/7 essential fire suppression and investigation, ed-
ucation, rescue, and emergency medical services to over 15,000 residents and visitors, responding to nearly 
2,300 requests for service on average each year.  Our department consists of a full-time Fire Chief, Full-time 
Deputy Chief, Full-time Assistant Chief, Full-time Fire Marshal, Full-time Administrative Assistant, 12 Full-time 
firefighters, and 23 Part-time/Paid on Call firefighters.   

 

Total Responses for 2022:  688 



COMSTOCK FIRE & RESCUE 
2022 SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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GRANTS (Awards): 

• $117,321.14 – AFG/FEMA grant for advanced incident command training and health & safety officers 
training for all members. 

• $31,002.00 – AFG grant for LED sign at Station 9-2 
 
FIRE VEHICLES: 

• Purchased two 2022 Ford F-150’s. These replaced one 2018 F250 that was driven by the Deputy 
Chief and one 2009 Chevrolet Tahoe that was driven by the Assistant Chief. The F250 will be 
reassigned as a utility vehicle and the Chevy Tahoe will be sold.   

• Purchased one 2022 F350 to replace the 2015 Ford Expedition Rescue vehicle (952) at Station 9-2.  
The Expedition will be reassigned as a utility vehicle. 

• Purchased a traffic attenuator trailer with directional sign board. 
• Converted old 912 (1996 International) to 932 and made modifications to tow the Traffic 

Attenuator trailer (988). 
 
TRAINING/CERTIFICATIONS: 

• 5,800 hours of department training including officer training. 
• 3 personnel attended the Pump Operations class in Oshtemo. 
• 2 personnel attended FDTN’s Engine Company Operations Training in Indianapolis, IN. 
• 2 personnel attended the “Water On The Fire Conference” in Pensacola, FL. 
• 2 personnel attended the Hazardous Materials Technician Class in Alabama. 
• 1 personnel completed the KCFCA Medical First Responders course. 
• 3 personnel completed Blue Card Incident Command Training (50 hours each). 
• 8 personnel helped with the WMED Capstone event for 1st year medical students during their 

Medical First Responder course. 
• All department members attended a 3 day training session for the two new 2021 Pierce Enforcer Pumpers.  

Training consisted of classroom training to learn the differences between our current apparatus and the 
new engines, and hands-on pump training.  This training was provided by Halt Fire. 

 
ADMINISTRATION: 

• Hired 5 probationary firefighters. 
• 2 Personnel hired on as Full-time Firefighters; replacing personnel who resigned/promoted to AC. 
• FF’s Cody Roberts, Devin Thomas, Riley Barnum & Darin Luchies completed probationary training. 
• 2 personnel retired (DC Dave Wuis and FF/AO Roger Gregg) 
• Promoted Deputy Chief Mike Dyer, Assistant Chief Kevin Thompson, Captain Michael Flick II 

(Station 9-1), & Lieutenant Brian Simsick (Station 9-3). 
 

COMMUNITY RISK REDUCITON: 
• Held our annual Fire Prevention Open House @ Station 9-1 on October 8th. 
• Participated in the 5th annual countywide “Keep the Wreath Green” campaign. 
• Over 150 Pre-Incident Surveys completed. 
• 399 Fire Safety Inspections completed. 
• Performed 68 car seat checks & gave away 51 car seats. 
• 41 people attended CPR and First Aid classes held in the community. 
• Held 2 Car Seat Events with Safe Kids of Kalamazoo County at Station 9-1. 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
January 6, 2022 – We rolled out a new technology in all of our large apparatus (engines) with HAAS 
Alert which will notify GPS driving applications such as Waze that they are approaching an 
emergency scene when lights/sirens are activated.  

This advanced notification has been found to significantly reduce the risk of collisions. 
 

January 7, 2022 – Dispatched to a two-vehicle collision with 
extrication on King Hwy west of River St. 

 

  

 

January 13, 2022 - This week, two of our Lieutenants were able to travel to Florida for an Officer 
Development Program presented by County Fire Tactics. This lecture-based training is presented by 
five nationally recognized fire instructors and it is geared toward helping current fire officers become 
better prepared to manage the fire ground and the fire station. Training is of the utmost importance to 
our department but it sometimes comes with some perks! (Like training in Florida’s gulf coast during 
Michigan's winter!). Huge thanks to the Kzoo F.O.O.L.S. for helping to provide this opportunity for our 
officers! 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 22, 2022 - 15 of our dedicated members attended this 
training. Thanks Kzoo F.O.O.L.S. for the opportunity in our area. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/haasalert?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGCN0R7EQ86oM6uDX988M79QmDb6Vw8j2mrjH3KT0RS4FbVwECklzNZRq5Gi_tzaJvtDiV284SRqAVc8t32fVQ_cCd1_GD_dq1R4SFESzYYZbpm1julx2A592kw7ucq01cYkeesRIvi1C54WkE8Rb6b3XhnIMLX63HlEgcsNNros2SDU1a5g9h66vmM-zOJX4&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/haasalert?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGCN0R7EQ86oM6uDX988M79QmDb6Vw8j2mrjH3KT0RS4FbVwECklzNZRq5Gi_tzaJvtDiV284SRqAVc8t32fVQ_cCd1_GD_dq1R4SFESzYYZbpm1julx2A592kw7ucq01cYkeesRIvi1C54WkE8Rb6b3XhnIMLX63HlEgcsNNros2SDU1a5g9h66vmM-zOJX4&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Waze/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGCN0R7EQ86oM6uDX988M79QmDb6Vw8j2mrjH3KT0RS4FbVwECklzNZRq5Gi_tzaJvtDiV284SRqAVc8t32fVQ_cCd1_GD_dq1R4SFESzYYZbpm1julx2A592kw7ucq01cYkeesRIvi1C54WkE8Rb6b3XhnIMLX63HlEgcsNNros2SDU1a5g9h66vmM-zOJX4&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/KzooFOOLS/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXLTKfwnfY_ylI5Y_AaRA_5bHjMNDYGHCLD0ClYGAnZuVn5KaHVulf78cbjPs17Jb3sG1Rsj1CNTLX8PLcOlZ48qV1TQ718RfmRMD5s8jKhwfLHtNU8mZeQppH6qm0oE9Rn-K9rVrlZVEWbeItugfg_QJPVvcYHpeJZ_ZloO0uATu0cptadEOw19yeEWg-ll9w&__tn__=kK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
February 12, 2022 – Dispatched to an apartment fire at 8150 E Michigan Ave. Crews arrived with 
nothing showing then discovered working fire conditions. Upgraded to a 2nd alarm. Crews worked 
quickly to ensure all occupants were evacuated and to extinguish the fire. No injuries reported. 
Assistance on scene received by Kalamazoo Twp FD and Galesburg Charleston FD. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

March 1, 2022 - Comstock Fire and Pavilion Township conducting ice rescue training. 

      

 

March 5, 2022 - Dispatched for a brush/grass fire on E. ML Ave. 951’s crew quickly put it out.  

 

 

 

 

 

March 9, 2022 - Before drill we held a badge pinning ceremony for FF Cody Roberts and FF Devin 
Thomas.  They successfully completed their probationary training. 

 

            

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
March 16, 2022 – Dispatched to a multiple vehicle crash on Gull Rd 
between N 26th & E.G Ave. 

 

 

 

 

March 22, 2022 - Our personnel attended an in-service training in preparation for putting our new fire 
apparatus into service. The training consisted of classroom training to learn the differences between 
our current apparatus and the new ones, and also hands-on pump training for all of those in 
attendance. This three day training was provided through our Pierce dealer Halt Fire.   Both of our 
new engines were later put into service with an official "push in" ceremony. 

    

         

 

March 22, 2022 - FM Mike Kessler visited Comstock Early Learning Center to take part in National 
Reading.   

                  

 

https://www.facebook.com/halfireinc?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXgC2uDtsENV3gd3JKdZprZlES4GBJlqvR1ariLxN56kXQFv3N7KIzW7y4l7kmEpWuRVsmD81BlFc-gdBY44wj8tee1fYJEwRh8pXIbzXhGw82Bauf9rv8uQw9gKBbk0aogU1k-hSHsAEozGvQco-bTmaL4U18RwQC5C213wMIfYGv5tt1a0sTBOsMzJAbgJzA&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
March 23, 2022 – Dispatched to a tractor/trailer on its side in the ditch, no injuries.  

           

 

March 23, 2022 - The topic for training this week was fire behavior. We had a short classroom review 
and then utilized the Flashpoint Fire Dynamics Training Prop for live fire demonstrations of fire 
behavior. Thank you Richland Firefighter’s Association for the use of the prop. 

 

March 26, 2022 - Lt Mike Flick and Lt Michael Flick II attended a fire service maintenance and repair 
of chainsaws course. Additionally, students learned how to safely and effectively use different 
techniques to cut and clear wood for firefighting operations. 

               

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RichlandFireKzo?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVrtjvqsn1pXNbUK6K0O5LhGL30pOPhc79OfyEc_lWlCNo8y161NCHmldmMY6T3iUydEfU1yx00HH80M7izugaeVyy5-jtRX7ZFgKcFj2lnT0Kgf-55S7AeZ3-mkfY1dgP1-PX0-jhVaUy9rcqzsbOw2s-EoVXlig0OnWmSYLtk8B4Fq5AOfnsMSG2-z3Aa0B0&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
March 27, 2022 - Congratulations FF/AO’s Caitlin Brewer, Joe Slager & John Durecki on successfully 
completing the NFPA 1041 Fire Instructor 1 course.  

March 28, 2022 – Four of our firefighters attended a weeklong certification course to become 
nationally certified child passenger safety (CPS) technicians. Once completed this will give our 
department 11 certified techs on duty.  

CPS technicians use their knowledge and expertise at a variety of community-based activities, such 
as child safety seat check events, and (by appointment) at our station, where parents and caregivers 
receive education and hands-on assistance. CPS technicians keep up to date on the latest technical 
information about child passenger safety through seminars and other continuing education 
opportunities. 
 

             
 
 
March 29, 2022 - Engine 912 crew assisting Kalamazoo Twp FD on a residential structure fire.  

  

 

March 31, 2022 - Held a Car Seat Checkup Event at Station 9-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
April 9, 2022 - Yesterday and today, our personnel (along with a few neighboring department’s 
personnel) attended "Leadership & Resiliency" presented by Silouan Green (A nationally recognized 
instructor on mental health). During the class, students learned ways to properly handle the difficult 
mental aspects of our job, and how to ensure we are best prepared to take care of ourselves and 
those we serve.   

               

 

 

 

 

 

April 12, 2022 - Dispatched to a residential structure fire in the 600 
block of N. 26th Street.   

 

 

 

 

April 12, 2022 - Dispatched to a brush fire on North 36th Street 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 14, 2022 - Held a Car Seat       
Checkup Event at Station 9-1. 

         

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
April 14, 2022 - Held a CPR class for Landscape Forms at Station 9-1. 

                

 

April 15, 2022 – Crews were dispatched to the 5400 block of Comstock Ave for a reported residential 
structure fire. Crews arrived within 4 minutes to find smoke showing from the front porch area. A 
handline was extended, and the fire was quickly extinguished. Fortunately, the fire was contained to 
the porch area. The occupants safely exited the home prior to arrival. Assistance was received on 
scene from Kalamazoo Township Fire Station 2. 

April 15, 2022 – Two vehicle crash 6200 block of East G Ave.   

 

 

 

 

 

April 16, 2022 - Before our Push In Ceremony at Station 9-1 we held a badge pinning ceremony for 
FF Darin Luchies and FF Riley Barnum.  Both successfully completed their probationary training.  

 

      

 

https://www.facebook.com/landscapeforms/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVbtwBRO7Rzr8R6WdYKS8bcmzDInoWPCTcZf0FNO_ml-dwus2Zi-1Dz2EnhVpq_iwhayByxP_2jSi6M3fMPXctrJfgCGEIhxudVeH7kG8BCHLDsPA6_U_0SKg3GPvpwVu1GEVLtHq-sxSgNwCk_ZY8t0FZ_KVF07b6pa5FfniYgYiSHN3TNGm0b5mW2Va0c6-8&__tn__=kK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
April 16, 2022 – Push In Ceremony for 911 & 912 

                     

                            

     

 

  

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
April 18, 2022 - Our personnel trained on vehicle extrication techniques focusing on stabilization and 
non-forcible entry techniques. Special thanks to Light Truck Parts on Lake St for use of the vehicles. 

      

              

      

 

 

April 22, 2022 - Our crews took advantage of the warming weather this week to practice hose line 
movements and communication. By doing this training, it ensures our firefighters are able to quickly 
move through a house to find and extinguish and fire. 

                

https://www.facebook.com/LightTruckParts?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWmb39JI18mwKEhiy4I34SChGb5wi1mz2nLYeXQM94ZaOZ7Ax5FOGuIZ5gd5bWGR_VFSbvbh-kaYrqYPTmbt2-Q1bh1vQX8XwNCW8NImPogrrRA-hU7LcpOIDWchNkBKjIusOg5Tb5Bn4si1xpQAVkoT3d4hjhpwyvFGuTzb75gv6JEr_R3aPMV2QeP_EVJsEA&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
April 24, 2022 - It’s always an honor to be able to participate in the Talons Out Honor Flight. It was a 
perfect day to welcome home our veterans at the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek International Airport.  

 

 

 

 

 

April 29, 2022 - Our crews had hands-on training @ Candlewood Suites Hotel on elevator rescue. 
We reviewed fire service controls and practiced rescue techniques. 

               

 

May 4, 2022 - Held new hire orientation at Station 9-1 for two new probationary firefighters.  

 

May 19, 2022 - "Taking care of those who depend on us" occasionally includes ducklings! Station 9-2 
was able to help reunite this family of ducks after they fell into a storm drain. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TalonsOutHonorFlight/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSIBcoHOZvYlkS_IKMQlS3GUwy2ANq5B4TyzGXZmNb6eqC62tgS6QdarpOQ8B6kBBdykQei4T4GwsspyVtaisT3RTzut7iXdQYoeaAsOL_sO-7UoV_BMOMEnPPX7dydlBV8-_1NLGK0faPyuNiSEw23xyxfgtM1rz91BdpT1kt7M8hQDY4J8WbP4K54rSOT5A&__tn__=kK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
May 20, 2022 - It's always a fun day when the kindergartners come to visit! Everyone was able to 
check out the fire engines up close, sit in an ambulance, and even put a fire out! The students then 
took some time for a snack and a short fire safety presentation. 

       

June 6, 2022 - We celebrated three of our captains that retired during Covid. Congratulations Capt. 
Dave Watson, Capt. Randy Doud and Capt. Dale Beauchamp. Together they have over 100 years of 
service. Thank you for your dedication and commitment. We all wish you the best in your new 
endeavors! 

   

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
June 8, 2022 - Motor vehicle crash Sprinkle Rd just south of E Michigan Ave 

 

 

 

 

 

June 14, 2022 - The Rescue boat was deployed for a medical call response 
on the Kalamazoo River near the Morrow Dam. 

 

 

June 16, 2022 -  Dispatched to a three vehicle crash with no injuries on Gull Rd at N 26th St.  

 

 

 

 

June 16, 2022 - Station 9-2 assisted Cooper Fire with a working 
structure fire on G Ave. The fire was brought under control quickly and 
all residents were able to evacuate the building. 

 

 

 

 

June 17, 2022 - Two vehicle motor vehicle crash on N 28th St and E JK 
Ave. 

 

June 17, 2022 - Single vehicle motor vehicle crash, car vs tree, 2100 
block of N 30th St.  

 

         

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
June 25, 2022 - Several members attended this great training opportunity so close to home. Also sent 
a reserve engine to help support the cause. Thanks Kzoo F.O.O.L.S. for bringing the training to 
Kalamazoo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 3, 2022 – Dispatched for a river rescue for a kayaker stranded on the Kalamazoo River between 
Merrill Park and South Wenke Park. The lone kayaker was safely escorted to the shore.  

       

 

July 4, 2022 - Single vehicle crash, car into a building in the 5000 block of Gull 
Rd.  

 

    

July 5, 2022 - Station 9-3 assisted Galesburg-Charleston FD on a lightning strike 
investigation on N. 35th St. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/KzooFOOLS/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX4uQpwnhvU0ZmPIglpVB3qcUrkdYcs6e7YNR0yeaUjuWQn6xQdcddaDRT4FvAgK5etEEcbREGGRRkRZ1Lm9NpGtpkjQNfCOV-dYRDM_8MF9-m2G_n4ygYNdCimtTWzXkMiBDcKOQy9AyQ4BpmDcDHExnO3LMx6UvzfxM_tBA6xQw-xKuUuwka6CkICEd5rbEN6cWQvc7t5JlWgySTTjZRJ&__tn__=kK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
July 6, 2022 - Station 9-1, Engine 911 and crew, on scene S 34th St in Scotts assisting Pavilion FD 
on a residential structure fire. The request came in while 911 was covering Portage station 12-3 as 
they were on another structure fire. 

 

 

July 6, 2022 - Portage Fire Division is currently on scene of a residential structure fire in the 10000 
block of Mozart Street. Texas Township Fire-Rescue assisted on scene while Oshtemo Township Fire 
Department and Comstock Fire & Rescue backfilled our stations.  

                    

 

July 11, 2022 - Training this week consisted of practicing launching and operating our rescue boat on 
the Kalamazoo River. We occasionally get called to assist a stranded kayaker or fisherman, and it is 
important for us to be able to navigate the area. Make sure you always wear a personal flotation 
device whenever you're on or near the water! 

   

 

https://www.facebook.com/TexasTwpFire/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyzsKpv7o-f9cEpBwMPFYF-GmnpiUqQzkoGpv9a35VypyKsf-WabKf9TXimAt8bNun0_FzpEz02IyTIv7L1dbKTKJWS9HsskXhCX6FRkdEGWHoh6U3glh3zc5dSDWB9XXmqmdsTY0XGDu7LS_CXTgoVhkfQceE-G_Q7CiNWeHD1ndKZyUTK3G84NtSieAGLKJ3JzqoEQyCh1PGKzywly19&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/oshtemofire?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyzsKpv7o-f9cEpBwMPFYF-GmnpiUqQzkoGpv9a35VypyKsf-WabKf9TXimAt8bNun0_FzpEz02IyTIv7L1dbKTKJWS9HsskXhCX6FRkdEGWHoh6U3glh3zc5dSDWB9XXmqmdsTY0XGDu7LS_CXTgoVhkfQceE-G_Q7CiNWeHD1ndKZyUTK3G84NtSieAGLKJ3JzqoEQyCh1PGKzywly19&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/oshtemofire?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyzsKpv7o-f9cEpBwMPFYF-GmnpiUqQzkoGpv9a35VypyKsf-WabKf9TXimAt8bNun0_FzpEz02IyTIv7L1dbKTKJWS9HsskXhCX6FRkdEGWHoh6U3glh3zc5dSDWB9XXmqmdsTY0XGDu7LS_CXTgoVhkfQceE-G_Q7CiNWeHD1ndKZyUTK3G84NtSieAGLKJ3JzqoEQyCh1PGKzywly19&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/comstockfire?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyzsKpv7o-f9cEpBwMPFYF-GmnpiUqQzkoGpv9a35VypyKsf-WabKf9TXimAt8bNun0_FzpEz02IyTIv7L1dbKTKJWS9HsskXhCX6FRkdEGWHoh6U3glh3zc5dSDWB9XXmqmdsTY0XGDu7LS_CXTgoVhkfQceE-G_Q7CiNWeHD1ndKZyUTK3G84NtSieAGLKJ3JzqoEQyCh1PGKzywly19&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
July 18, 2022 - Our fleet is equipped with traffic signal emergency preemption technology. All traffic 
signals in the township are equipped with the technology also, thanks to a cooperative traffic safety 
grant with the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County. 

This video link is an example of how the technology assisted another community to safely and quickly 
provide emergency services.    https://youtu.be/oNoCpQcb4As 
 

July 23, 2022 – Dispatched to a fatal rollover motor vehicle crash on                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
N.Sprinkle Rd at East H Ave.  

 

July 25 2022 - Station 9-1 crew stopped in for a visit at the Community Learning Center. 

                

July 26, 2022 - Training this week was practicing rapid intervention crew skills (commonly referred to 
as "RIC"). These skills would be utilized if a firefighter became injured, lost, or suffered a medical 
emergency while inside a burning structure. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

August 2, 2022 - Crews had a good time interacting with the community at the National Night Out 
event at Merrill Park hosted by the Kalamazoo County Sheriff's Office. 

        

https://www.facebook.com/Kalamazoocountyroads?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUa5eb2XPVVYalj0i8KnUoSUpwTmMMPMvGUUykWdNMkjRoBWwkafj0u4IsRIFhenihFkA8xEqlQj370j9vknFgIxGJFwQgkp3ValyvPhg4OYcKfbBBIzorlwHvGHjJ_8ZLcdZrPz0Brx3NwZl5DeopU2eXktAitplYD1XUZVyOZocm9Xcjel1-lCYTPEQnNE6o&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://youtu.be/oNoCpQcb4As
https://www.facebook.com/KalamazooCountySheriff?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXTHrE8lKLZdoK62ySdQRbb6Rty3qNwvo6ES4OE0WFEhBGSMZpLaYx9jnbY3myUGKJsEeL3ysN_EfvbPo-lO1SLUxu6NDEQqnwCxic7_MKHqq6jXwWlGHIwZd6gXq0HKVRx7QjvuFbxPe56efqOUQanZrI_9pDx8jZNjZqwH-9hbB6g8jQEHrt0qMCnPXApgs8&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
August 4, 2022- Three separate motor vehicle crashes on I-94 westbound between 
the 84mm and 86mm. No serious injuries reported. Over 15 vehicles involved in the 
separate incidents.  

 

August 10, 2022 - All stations were dispatched to a reported structure fire in the 
6000 block of Francis Street. Upon arrival, the initial crews reported black smoke 
coming from the structure. Crews quickly entered the structure for fire attack and 
were able to extinguish the fire without incident and were also able to successfully 
remove three dogs and five cats from the structure.  

 

August 11, 2022 - This weeks training consisted of practicing deploying attack lines, stream 
application and movements. These skills are essential for ensuring we can effectively get inside the 
building to extinguish the fire quickly! 

                   

 

August 15, 2022 - Motor vehicle crash involving a semi and 2 cars, with extrication, I-94 eastbound at 
the 84 mile marker.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 18, 2022 - Retired Captain Charles Padgett passed away. 
He served the department for over 40 years. 

     

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
August 19, 2022 - Great turnout and weather for Deputy Chief Dave Wuis' retirement ceremony at 
the Comstock Firefighters Memorial. Deputy Chief Wuis served for over 32 years.  

 

         

         

                          

 

 

August 20, 2022 – Comstock Fire joined KDPS,KCSD, and Pride Care, at 
Mayor’s River Front Park for a community event to support injured KDPS 
PSO/EO Tom Maher.  

 

      

August 25, 2022 - Two members attended hands on Engine Company 
Operations training at Fire Department Training Network near Indianapolis, IN.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
August 27, 2022 - Station 9-3 stopped by Dorrance Ford for their open house 
and movie night. 

August 28, 2022 - Station 9-2 stopped by the car show at the Comstock High 
School. 

 

 

 

 

 

August 29, 2022 – Two firefighters from our 
department attended the “Water On The Fire 
Conference” in Pensacola, FL. Thanks to the Kzoo 
F.O.O.L.S. for the great training opportunity. 

         

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2022 – FF’s Ogden and Hearld attended the Hazardous Materials Technician class at 
the Center for Domestic Preparedness in Alabama. This 5 day class prepares the students to respond 
to multiple types of hazardous materials incidents safely and effectively. Upon completion of the 
course, both firefighters became part of the Kalamazoo County Hazardous Materials Response Team, 
which contains personnel from multiple fire departments within the county, to respond to hazmat 
spills. 

    

                    

 

https://www.facebook.com/DorranceFord?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWbC9mEvDtJzwLGkQvkimIExngrQuWGWmjimostFxs_JvadFkyUcuYGVSwGQuvGtaXnm3oiFBp3_x9xNb42D1-ZRZ9ol1vH2B63n3CUm7YEXnAVPIRO7Tf21sI5X_uljLATBjS91CVhcfxaeuAcfPyTNzV08Ip5EeXOzXZx7pXCFVWMkYuFXPQdlMpnP3DlTsg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/KzooFOOLS/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7Mm1LnWnKPqI0RvKTvi4XrcqVrJ9vgUJ_ilVhET4ClH5jixan9-w5AXm_AyHioEdu33uXlULDKA8jxn9MqUIbDe-mQyO9yuCELfMA0rwh7oeieqQyz2CKdM1XBAL9CACnmbuu9EvWqaZm4hv9hQoOjMdjUc3V1uI4fhwVxxmF8il02lWC0vJuTpBKPnGyGWo&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/KzooFOOLS/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7Mm1LnWnKPqI0RvKTvi4XrcqVrJ9vgUJ_ilVhET4ClH5jixan9-w5AXm_AyHioEdu33uXlULDKA8jxn9MqUIbDe-mQyO9yuCELfMA0rwh7oeieqQyz2CKdM1XBAL9CACnmbuu9EvWqaZm4hv9hQoOjMdjUc3V1uI4fhwVxxmF8il02lWC0vJuTpBKPnGyGWo&__tn__=kK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
September 2, 2022 – Dispatched to a single vehicle accident on I94 
Eastbound near the 84 mile market.  

        
 
 
 
 
 
September 8, 2022 - Three new hires were sworn in. Two will be 
assigned to Station 9-2 and one assigned to Station 9-3.  
 

  

 

September 15, 2022 - We were notified that our 2021 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) funding request was approved in the amount of 
$117,321.14 in Federal funding. The department has a 5% matching 
fund requirement. This award will fund advanced incident command 
training as well as health & safety officer training. The award includes 
covering personnel time while attending the trainings. All department 
members will be provided with the training opportunities. 

 

September 19, 2022 – Dispatched to a three vehicle crash with 
extrication @ E Michigan Ave & Rosemont. 

      

 

 

 

September 22, 2022 - WMED EMS residents and students spent the day at the Kalamazoo Regional 
Fire Training Center practicing at EMS skills stations such as In-car Airway, Traumatic Arrest, 
Repelling & Water Rescue. Our crews once again assisted with the rope rescue portion.  

 

          

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=443970121100908&set=a.335845645246690&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVVBw_Sed3Xcjsjz8KnvjRjYI5R2ovkLItTshhShqrfdF3gTONABwPdQQ2LXpFxAkDW0XrOI6YSDM9XT-YjQpdl5OzByUIqVzs2WidyMzG2eqTSgHtejOzTKntA2sDqbRh7u7013MIA3UgcNBVjVsiDtILEmVu199RoWGFKqlqbEXbshCPFhwZ42HAr4kGz3Tk&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=443970121100908&set=a.335845645246690&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVVBw_Sed3Xcjsjz8KnvjRjYI5R2ovkLItTshhShqrfdF3gTONABwPdQQ2LXpFxAkDW0XrOI6YSDM9XT-YjQpdl5OzByUIqVzs2WidyMzG2eqTSgHtejOzTKntA2sDqbRh7u7013MIA3UgcNBVjVsiDtILEmVu199RoWGFKqlqbEXbshCPFhwZ42HAr4kGz3Tk&__tn__=EH-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
September 23, 2022 - Thank you VanDam & Krusinga Building & Restoration for the 
awesome station decor dropped off.  Appreciate your great relationship with post fire 
building restoration services. 

 

September 24, 2022 – Thank you Bell’s Comstock Brewery for the generous donation of 
cornhole games to each of our 3 stations. Very nice gesture to allow our personnel to have 
some relaxing fun during their much deserved down time. 

         

 

September 22, 2022 - Retired Captain Randy Doud passed away. He served the department for 32 
years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 8, 2022 – Fire Prevention Open House at Station 9-1. 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/vandamkrusinga?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU61feAU3reoNUMpH-I0xFnkeHaqcIQqVvwe7_xGB6gFQG-6F4Z-53jZQ774hbwh7qePa7yThyhtpSQ770CloxTFlm5JFL6cmiJeUivMvG_DGM7sjMZktfhXdTSqbwF2lroWmgvwrWRJdsU245rEkeqarSQsEgdIhIAeS_69lreP-T4tjgZaWtSbhKrdJrJXFQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
October 28, 2022 – On-duty training consisted of practicing removing a patient from a vehicle that 
has sustained injures from a crash. Crews practiced spinal immobilization, tourniquet application, and 
traction splinting. 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 29, 2022 - Station 9-1 at the Clean Earth Environmental Trunk-R-Treat event. 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 30, 2022 - Station 9-2 at the Kalamazoo Community Church Trunk or Treat event. 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 31, 2022 – Dispatched to a Motor Vehicle Crash - Semi vs 
car - I-94 Eastbound at 35th St. No injuries.  

               

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
 

 

October 31, 2022 - Station 9-2 at Kalamazoo Covenant Church's Trunk or 
Treat event.  

 

 

        

November 5, 2022 - Stations 9-2 and 9-1 were dispatched to a minor two vehicle accident on Gull 
Road in from of Meijer.  

             

 

 

 

 

November 7, 2022 - Station 9-2 was dispatched to an accident at Sprinkle 
Rd and E. H Ave.  

           

 

 

November 14, 2022 - Dispatched to respond to South Sprinkle Road just south of I-94 for a single 
vehicle accident. Upon arrival, Engine 911 reported powerlines down and a vehicle off the roadway on 
the East side of Sprinkle Rd. One patient was treated on scene and transported to the hospital by 
Pride Care Ambulance. Comstock Fire remained on scene with Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s 
Department and blocked traffic until Consumers Energy was able to clear the power lines from the 
road.  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
November 14, 2022 – Extrication training. Our personnel were able to practice gaining access to a 
patient by utilizing our hydraulic spreaders and cutters. With the ongoing improvements in vehicle 
construction, it is important for use to continually train on removing patients from crashed vehicles. 

         

November 15, 2022 - Crews trained on our new traffic attenuator trailer with directional sign board. A 
reserve engine was converted to tow the trailer. The tow vehicle will carry basic firefighting equipment, 
emergency medical equipment and a large compliment of traffic signs and cones.  

    

November 21, 2022 - Probationary Firefighter Zackery Smith completed the 
KCFCA Medical First Responder class. The course started in early September 
and consisted of many hours of classroom time and hands on skills. 

 

 

 

                 

November 26, 2022 - Crews were dispatched to a possible structure fire on Verleen St. 912 arrived to 
find smoke showing from the garage. A hose line was quickly deployed to extinguish a fire in the 
garage.Assistance on scene by Kalamazoo Twp FD and PrideCare Ambulance. No injuries reported. 
Cause of fire was unattended cooking. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
November 29, 2022 - Probationary FF Jones was sworn in today. He is 
assigned to Station 9-3. 

     

November 30, 2022 - A downed power line on Harway Ave near Comstock 
Ave created an electrical issue and light smoke in homes nearby. Crews 
investigated to find a small electrical fire in one home that was extinguished. 
Consumers Energy on scene to secure the line.  

         

 

 

 

 

November 30, 2022 - Retired Fire Commissioner Charles “Bob” Robert 
Howard passed away. He served the department for many years. 

         

December 7, 2022 - Station 9-3 lining up to participate in the Galesburg 
Holiday Parade. 

  

 

 

 

 

December 8, 2022 –Dispatched to a two-vehicle crash, with injuries on I-94 WB at the 83.5mm.  

            

 

December 9, 2022 - Comstock Fire & Rescue, along with other Kalamazoo County 
Fire Departments, participated in “Keep The Wreath Green” Campaign. We not only 
"tracked" our fires in Comstock Twp but all fire departments in the County that 
participated in the campaign.  

         



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
December 12, 2022 - Crews were dispatched to a 3rd Alarm Commercial Structure Fire at Landscape 
Forms on Lawndale Ave. A fire in machinery ductwork extended into the roof and walls. Extensive 
overhaul was needed. No injuries reported. Assistance received on scene, and backfilling our 
stations, by; Galesburg/Charleston FD, Kalamazoo Twp FD, Cooper FD, Richland FD, Ross/Augusta 
FD, Pavilion FD, Portage Dept of Public Safety/Fire, Kalamazoo Dept of Public Safety, Climax FD, 
and PrideCare Ambulance. 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16, 2022 - The crew from Station 9-2 turned the "Shop with a Cop" event into a "Shop 
With A Hero" event when they showed up to assist at Meijer on Gull Rd. Thankful for the invitation 
from Kalamazoo County Sheriff's Office and partnership with our area responders. Our crews had a 
great time shopping with the kids alongside our law enforcement friends. 

      

 

December 18, 2022 - Single vehicle crash into trees, with extrication, 9900 block of E. ML Ave. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/KalamazooCountySheriff?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXIErGFf-bR575N62-da3MhiGc49O-4zjzbEKNti2KMgdHolL0A9eXC7VGzBYjLFhd4A5xfwm9o1QuW9Lm9cL7bpgjvdr7hJcbJ5grmW7xRiJEIoMYc9hdDBMqvFIefqQlvN0zixMs52SVko3kg0ssEs_NjXRVGoweipvgIIIM4FKakaSYGTMZLQB-da-eEPzSE-f6s9HhCWcENiVxQYvqE&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
December 21, 2022 - Engine 921 has been at Pierce Mfg for some structural repairs and upgrades 
for the past few months. DC Dyer, Lt McLiechey, and FF McGruder went to Appleton, WI for a final 
inspection. 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

December 22, 2022 - We were prepared for whatever the 
Winter Storm/Blizzard brought us leading up to the Christmas 
holiday.  We upstaffed all 3 of our stations through Christmas 
Day.  Thanks to Ziegler Motor Sports for lending us an Artic Cat 
snowmobile (which fortunately we didn’t need to use). 

         

 

December 23, 2022 - Congratulations to Firefighter/Apparatus Operator Roger Gregg on his 
retirement. Roger finished his last shift at Station 9-1 (Central) after 31 years of dedicated service. 
Roger was known for his incredible work ethic and contributed to saving countless lives. He treated 
everyone like family and always made time to share old stories over a cup of coffee (and Gardetto’s).  
Thank you for your years of service. We‘ll miss you. 

 
     

December 25, 2022 – Dispatched to a two vehicle crash at S. 35th Street and ML Ave. One minor 
injury reported.  

    

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Pierce/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXAG6ibBHVHeNNvnorlrdFk6ucroZvKdCIMjbe9hAGroXI8nXPGQ5niNFWLie5qHBj17cipVPW0-0ZcSepSA5mu8ghnnZeaXeAQrQVis_OpndR964gcbdD9cjqwD2x2C_3V9A9g9GMRE_tpwQE9kYD4Dsm8q0iiJjsuRujHBFUB8T74ROjj1tmbCbEXqAhkqYU&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Ziegler-Motor-Sports-223720214777125/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXPRULc_wVYG3vvL2ZmKwIhTce3x-yFia4MhtkU2AmJjB4D0qqtjZMX9hbM8n8WW6RNCpWabIeQ2uji1BxDFFE47_GU5eBy1KpkkNN_MCwyZaL4O9hcu23oB_vjx6WLgt6wHT7C7gEtApysN6opgwWYQZaJaI9BelQ4nGt3BqG6KiGJlbGryb8T6sC-PwEqxDM&__tn__=kK-R


 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS/ACTIVITIES 
January 10, 2023 - We held a badge pinning ceremony for several promotions that occurred in 2022 
due to vacancies. We waited until all the positions were filled before having them officially “pinned” 
and “sworn in”. Congratulations to Deputy Chief Dyer, Assistant Chief Thompson, Captain Flick II, and 
Lieutenant Simsick on your promotions. 
           

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Years of Service Awards for the following: 

 
AC Thompson - 15 years        Capt Rick Mack - 10 years              Lt Simsick- 5 year

     
. 
           

           

 

 

 

 

 



2022 TRAINING DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Training Officer/Assistant Chief Kevin Thompson 

 

In 2022, the Training Division continued to provide the highest level of training for our personnel by staying 
current while the modern fire service is evolving. MIOSHA training and Medical continuing education 
requirements and department-required training topics were met, allowing our personnel to meet professional 
qualifications. This also helps with our ISO rating which was given great initial reviews after meeting with the 
auditor on our training. 

Some of the highlights of 2022 were: 

♦ 5,800 Hours of documented training   
♦ 5 additional new hires began the probationary requirements. 
♦ Continued “company level” training for on-duty personnel to help cover more topics in depth. 
♦ 3 personnel attended Pump Operator Academy in Oshtemo 
♦ 1 personnel completed the KCFCA Medical First Responder class. 
♦ Basic Life Support (CPR and AED) recertification training 
♦ Several Hands-On topics at the Training Tower Complex on Nazareth Rd. including live burns. 
♦ Vehicle Extrication training at Light Truck Parts 
♦ HelpNet – Counseling services 
♦ 3 personnel completed Blue Card Incident Command Training (50 hours each) 
♦ Continue to have monthly Officer meetings/trainings. 
♦ Added additional EMS continuing education training opportunities. 
♦ 2 personnel attended FDTN’s Engine Company Operations Training in Indianapolis, IN 
♦ 8 personnel attended the WMED Capstone event to help train 1st-year medical students during their 

Medical First Responder course 
♦ 2 personnel attended the “Water On The Fire Conference” in Pensacola, FL 
♦ 2 personnel attended the Hazardous Materials Technician Class in Alabama. 
♦ All department members trained on our new traffic attenuator trailer with directional sign board. 
♦ All department members attended a 3 day training session for the two new 2021 Pierce Enforcer 

Pumpers.  Training consisted of classroom training to learn the differences between our current 
apparatus and the new engines, and hands-on pump training.  This training was provided by Halt Fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2022 TRAINING DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

 

 

                      

                

 

 

                     

 
                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

Capt Rick Mack and FF/AO Mike Meulman attended FDTN Engine Company Operations Training Camp 
August  22– 25, 2022 - Indianapolis, IN 

  

Hands on Ice Rescue Training with Pavilion Township Fire Department  
March 1, 2022 



2022 TRAINING DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extrication training at Light Truck Parts 
April 2022 

 
 

On-duty Rapid Intervention Crew Skills (RIC) Training 



2022 TRAINING DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

                            
 

Ropes Training with WMed Students for their MFR Capstone event @ the Training Tower  
September 22, 2022 

On-Duty Hose line movement training at Station 9-1 



Comstock Fire Department – 2022 Training Schedule 

Training is at Station 9-1 unless otherwise posted.  Monday’s @ 0900hrs and Tuesday’s @ 1830hrs. 
Updated 6/22/2022 

Dates Topic Mandatory EMS Credits  Primary Instructor(s) 

Jan. 10/11 CPR/AED (I-Gel 1st Qtr.) Yes Yes Ogden 

Jan. 18 Officer Training/Meeting 
Jan. 24/25 HazMat Yes Yes McLiechey/Simsick 

Feb. 7/8 Building Construction/TIC Yes Flick 2 

Feb. 15 Officer Training/Meeting 
Feb. 21/22 EMS Topic Yes Ogden 

March 7/8 Elevators/Fire Alarms Danto 
March 21/22 Fire Behavior (I-Gel 2nd Qtr.) Flick 2/Ogden 

March 29 Officer Training/Meeting 

Apr. 4/5 Building Tour (Benteler) Kessler 
Apr. 12 Officer Training/Meeting 

Apr. 18/19 Stabilization McLiechey/Meulman 
May 2/3 Foam/Water Supply (Drafting) (I-Gel 2nd Qtr.) Yes (I-Gel) McLiechey/Dyer/Ogden 

May 10 Officer Training/Meeting 
May 16/17 Search & Rescue (SIM City) Yes Flick 2/Mack 

May 23/24 A/O- First Due Engine McLiechey/Thompson 

May 31/Jun 1 Force Entry/TTL/Cutting Sta. Flick 2/Meulman/McLiechey 

June 13/14 Ladders/VEIS     (SIM City) Yes Flick 1/2 & Mack 

June 21 Officer Training/Meeting 
June 27/28 Search/VEIS (SIM City) Yes Flick 1/2 & Mack 

July 11/12 Boat Ops/Siamese Ops. Flick 1/2 & Dyer 
July 25/26 RIC/Utilities  (SIM City) Yes Flick 2/Meulman 

Aug. 1/2 A/O - Drafting McLiechey/Thompson 
Aug. 8/9 Handline Deployment/Advancement (Tower) Flick 1/2 

Aug. 16 Officer Training/Meeting 



Comstock Fire Department – 2022 Tentative Training Schedule 

Training is at Station 9-1 unless otherwise posted.  Monday’s @ 0900hrs and Tuesday’s @ 1830hrs. 
Updated 6/22/2022 

Dates Topic Mandatory EMS Credits  Primary Instructor(s) 

Aug. 22/23 FF Survival (SIM City) Flick 1/2 & Mack 

Aug. 29/30 A/O - Drafting McLiechey/Thompson 
Sept. 6/7 Labor Day CPR/AED (Defibtech) Yes Yes Crabtree/Ogden 

Sept. 13 Officer Training/Meeting 

Sept. 19/20 Size-UP/IRR (I-Gel 4th Qtr.) Yes Danto/Thompson 
Sept. 26/27 A/O- Flowing Master Streams McLiechey/Thompson 

Oct. 3/4 Live Fire Evolutions (Tower) Thompson 
Oct. 10/11 A/O- Flowing Master Streams McLiechey/Thompson 

Oct. 17/18 Extrication Yes Yes McLiechey/Meulman 

Oct. 25 Officer Training/Meeting 
Oct. 31/Nov.1 Help Net Beauchamp 

Nov. 8 Officer Training/Meeting 
Nov . 14/15 Safety/Injury Prevention Beauchamp 

Nov. 28/29 HazMat Yes Yes McLiechey/Simsick 
Dec. 12/13 Traffic Incident Management Thompson 

Dec. 20 Officer Training/Meeting 

Dec. 26/27 Awards Beauchamp 

Rescue Task Force Crabtree/Ogden 
Low Angle Rope Rescue (I-Gel 3rd Qtr.) Yes (I-Gel) McLiechey/Mack/ 



Fire Marshal/Lt. Mike Kessler 

Community Risk Reduction 

Fire Safety Inspections 

 The main goal of a Fire Safety Inspection is to promote and encourage a community safe from 
fire. A second goal is to improve community relationships between the fire department and 
the business community through professional, kind, and courteous interactions outside of a 
typical emergency situation. 

Fire inspections help identify any potential problems of fire hazards. This way they can be cor-
rected and people can be educated on how to identify them as well as how to respond. Some-
times property owners get lax about maintenance but regular fire inspections help ensure 
that the owners ensure that the building stays compliant. 

In Comstock Township, 399 Fire Safety Inspections were completed in 2022.  Comstock busi-
nesses are very willing to have the inspection and correct any deficiency that they may have. 
The owners and managers understand that it is very important to make their business a safe 
place for the employees and customers that are in their buildings.      

 

Fire Prevention Education in Schools 

 Comstock Fire is in its 23rd year presenting the Safe at Home program in the Comstock Elemen-
tary Schools which includes 320 students.  This program is a fire safety education curriculum 
developed by the State Fire Marshal’s Office, in conjunction with the Michigan Public Fire 
Safety Education Committee. This program focuses on fire safety in the home – for everyone 
in the home. 

 

Safe at Home addresses basic fire safety messages from pre-kindergarten through 1st grade.  
CFD conducted the classes at Comstock Elementary, and Comstock STEM Academy. The pro-
gram is a 1/2 hour session held once a month throughout the entire school year. The curricu-
lum includes “Fire Fighters are My Friends”, “Reporting an Emergency 9-1-1”, “What is Fire?”, 
and other fire safety messages. 

 

Station Tours 

 As part of the Safe at Home Program we had about 120 Comstock Kindergarteners come 
through our Station 9-1 and participate in activities such as a tour of the fire trucks , spraying 
water at a mock house fire, view a movie in the Fire Prevention trailer, escape from a simulat-
ed smoke filled house and proceed to call 911 after their escape and a few other activities 
with our EMS partners at PrideCare.    

 



 

Community Risk Reduction 

CPR Training  

 About 92 percent of sudden cardiac arrest victims die before reaching the hospital, but statis-
tics prove that if more people knew CPR, more lives could be saved. Immediate CPR can dou-
ble, or even triple, a victim's chance of serval. This program will teach participants critical skills 
and knowledge needed to perform CPR and use an-AED in the event of a sudden cardiac ar-
rest and manage an emergency in the first few minutes until emergency medical services 
(EMS) take over. Comstock Fire has also added online classes with hands on skills test. 

•  3 CPR classes were conducted for 12  Comstock School Coaches. 

•  2 CPR classes were conducted for 14 employees at Landscape Forms 

•  2 CPR classes were conducted for 15 employees at McAllister Rental 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Prevention Week – Open House 

 Our Fire Station Open House was held at Station 9-1 on October 8, 2022 and was very successful. 

We were able to provide over 150 people with important information on fire safety and fire prevention. 

The children that attended the Open Houses were very excited to see the fire trucks, meet the firemen, 

and receive all the goodies that were available. The open house had a special visit from Sparky the Fire 

Dog, McGruff the Crime Fighting Dog, and Freddy the fire truck.  It was great to see everyone in person 

this year and we hope to be able to continue in person events during the pandemic. 

 

Fire Prevention Open House 



 

Community Risk Reduction 

Smoke Alarms Installed 

The Comstock Fire Department continues to see many homes in which smoke alarms were removed or 
are not operating. All homes need working smoke alarms. The fire department recommends that one 
alarm be placed on each floor of your home and one in each bedroom and/or sleeping area. CFD be-
lieves smoke alarms are a key factor in preventing fire-related deaths.  

 
Through our Smoke Alarm Program, Comstock Fire provides smoke alarms, and carbon monoxide 
alarms to township residents. We offer a smoke alarm safety survey at the time of installation. In the 
previous years, this survey has shown that 89% of the homes in Comstock Township had an inade-
quate number of working smoke alarms, as a result 6 smoke alarms on average were installed per 
home. 100% of the homes did not have a carbon monoxide alarm, as a result each home received a 
carbon monoxide. Smoking is the leading know cause of residential fire fatalities in Michigan. 85% of 
the homes with a smoking had no working smoke alarms. 

 
Installing the smoke alarms also gave the fire department personnel the ability to educate the home 
owners on the importance of a fire escape plan and sleeping with the bedroom door closed. We were 
also able to point out the fire hazards in the home and how to correct the problem.  

 
Reflective Address Signs 

With the help of local and federal grants, Comstock Fire is able to purchase green address signs for 
home owners. By having address numbers on the home, CFD will be able to respond to the needs of 
the residence quicker because of less confusion. When a home owner request an address sign CFD 
personnel will install it free of charge.  
  

Car Seat Safety 

Comstock fire now has 9 child passenger safety technicians who are car seat experts that have taken a 
40-hour class with curriculum written by NHTSA in collaboration with National CPS Board and Safe Kids 
Worldwide. During the class they have learned the ins and outs of car seats, installation options, vehi-
cle differences, harnessing procedures and more. 

 
Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death and injury for all children. Child restraints, or car 
seats, reduce the risk of injury by 71% to 82% and reduce the risk of death by 28% in comparison to 
children in seat belts alone. 

  
Research has shown that using age and size appropriate child restraints (car seats, booster seats, 
and seat belts) is the best way to save lives and reduce injuries in a crash. Only 2 out of every 100 chil-
dren live in states that require car seat or booster seat use for children age 8 and under. 

 
The department started car safety checks in August 2019, the seat checks are by appointment only. 
The technician spends about 45 minutes with the care giver teaching how to install the seat correctly. 

 
In 2022 CFD has done a total of 68 car seat checks and have given away 51 seats.    
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